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Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time – September 12, 2021 
 

 
DENYING YOURSELF 

 

In the Gospel Reading, Jesus says 
that anyone who wants to be his follower has 
to deny herself. She has to take up her cross 
daily. But how do you do this? You might 
think that denying yourself requires you to 
give up any desires of your own and just 
accept whatever God sends. If God wants you 
to live, you are happy to live. On the other 
hand, if God wants you to die, you are happy 
to die. Anything whatever that happens is fine 
with you. But if anything, whatever is always 
fine with you, you will never have a desire 
that is frustrated. Nothing that happens will 
ever cause you sorrow; nothing will make you 
weep. You will be content with anything 
whatever. 

This is to try to deny yourself by 
having no desires of your own, in fact, no self 
of your own at all. But then, how could you 
count as crucifying yourself? You can’t 
crucify a self you don’t have. And so, this 
can’t be the kind of self-denial Jesus is calling 
us to when he tells us to take up our cross 
daily. If we take Jesus’ prayer in the Garden 
of Gethsemane as our model, we see a 
different kind of self-denial. In that prayer, 
Jesus asks God to let the cup pass from him. 
Jesus has a desire of his own. Anything 
whatever is definitely not fine with him.  He 
wants to live. He does not want to die. But 
Jesus finishes his prayer this way: “not my 
will but yours be done.” He wants God’s will 
to win out over his own will, if his own will 
and God’s will are in conflict. He wants his 
own will to be frustrated if it has to be 
frustrated in order for God’s will to be done. 

So here is what Jesus’ prayer 
teaches us. To deny yourself requires first 
having a self to deny. It requires having 
desires for ordinary good things, for life rather 
than death. But it also requires trusting the 
love of God and wanting God’s will to win 
out over your own, when God’s will is 
opposed to yours. This self-denial is 
compatible with frustration and sorrow; it 
allows for tears when you lose the good things 
you wanted, and your desires are denied. But 
if you crucify yourself in this way, then your 
sorrow and tears come with trust and love for 
the Lord who carried his cross for you. 

Eleonore Stump 
 

 
 

 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Pour nous, qui est Jésus 
 

      Méditant la question que Jésus pose à 
ses disciples : « pour vous, Qui suis-je ? », 
demandons-nous quelle réponse nous 
ferions si la même question nous était posée 
aujourd’hui. Peut-être chercherions-nous 
quelque expression que nous avons apprise 
autrefois au Catéchisme : « C’est le Fils de 
Dieu, le Messie, le Christ », mais cela 
semble rester dans le domaine de l’abstrait, 
comme les juifs qui disaient : « C’est un 
prophète ».  
      Pour Pierre, utiliser le terme « Christ », 
c’est dire que Jésus est l’envoyé de Dieu 
qui a été promis depuis des siècles pour 
sauver son peuple. En d’autres termes, c’est 
désigner Jésus comme témoin de l’amour 
du Père pour ses enfants rebelles mais 
auxquels il accorde son pardon. 
      Pour nous, le terme « Christ » doit 
signifier celui qui nous nourrit de son corps 
au cours de la célébration eucharistique, 
celui qui nous offre la réconciliation quand 
nous nous sommes éloignés de lui, celui qui 
nous envoie son Esprit pour nous guider 
dans notre vie quotidienne, afin d’être 
d’authentiques témoins de la Bonne 
Nouvelle. 
 

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

Parishioners, 
 

I hope you had a lovely Labor Day 
weekend and that you were able to enjoy 
time with family and friends. This week, 
at École Notre Dame des Victoires, we 
celebrated Mary's Birthday! If you have 
not had the chance, please check out our 
Instagram page to view pictures of our 
liturgy and door decorating contest 
@ndvschoolsf 
 

Have a wonderful week! 
God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal 
 

 
 

 
 

SUNDAY September 12th  
9:00 am      Rizza Chua - Needs 
10:30 am    For the People of the Parish 
12:15 pm    Sophie Bambi Bila † 
MONDAY September 13th   
7:00 am      Gladys R. Frontera – Needs  
TUESDAY September 14th   
7:00 am      Negest GebreWold †  
WEDNESDAY September 15th         
7:00 am     Debritu Asrat † 
                  Rex Fernandez † 
THURSDAY September 16th      
7:00 am     Charlene Haught Johnson † 
FRIDAY September 17th   
7:00 am      Snoopy Freeman  
SATURDAY September 18th  
5:15 pm      Jacques Barzaghi † 
 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
 

Monique Antolin, Nancy Bruno, Rizza 
Chua, Elizabeth Desta, Patty Espiritu, 

Zachary Espiritu, Odette Etcheverry, Brett 
Fischer, Benjamin Haller, Reggio Hearn, 
Lupita Herrera,  Cármen López, Patrick 

Maher, Maria Manley, Grant Melton, Diana 
Munoz, Mary Jo Onopa, Ron & Erik 

Ongstad, Robert Potter, Roberta Renzi, 
Juan Gil Sanchez, Vinod and Cynthia 

Sheth, Josefina Tapia Solis, Peter Wang, 
Wondi del Sorro Asrate Gutiérrez, and 

Rosie Zedamoi 
 

 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 
 

Florencio Agot, Jacqueline Archieri, Pete 
Arendt, Fr. George Baricar, Kenfe-Michael 

Bethe-Selassie, Madeleine Constant, 
Jacqueline Foret, Mark Fischer, Ralph 
González, Georges Handras, Barbara J. 

Higgins, Charlene Haught Johnson, Paul 
Jae Wook Koo, Odette LePendu, Alejandro 

Lopez Luna, Fernando Orantes, Claudia 
Ponce Marquez, Pierre Massion, William 

McKnight, Valerie Meehan, Brook Mesfin , 
Askale Munga, Christiane Pelletier, 
Rolande E. Pottier, Dimitrios Tsokas 

Nicole Zambelli. 
 
 

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND 
DECEASED: 

 

Please note starting next week we will 
automatically remove anyone who has been 
on this list over a year unless we are 
notified not to remove. Thank you for your 
understanding. 

 



 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 
2021 BAL DE PARIS:  Please save the date of Saturday, 
November 6, for this year's Bal de Paris – Nuit de Lumières 
- to be held at the Ecole Notre Dame des Victoires in San 
Francisco. Please go to www.ndvbal.com for more 
information. The planning committee has been working 
hard all summer to make this event a night to remember. 
This major fundraiser supports the school and church in 
significant areas of operation. Watch for students selling 
tickets after Mass or purchase online at www.ndvbal.com. 
Attire will be formal and white ensembles are strongly 
encouraged. Much thanks and appreciation goes to 
chairpersons Tina Phan and Heather Cassady for all of their 
work heading up the event. If you are interested in helping, 
please contact Bal de Paris 2018 chairpersons at 
tinaphan09@gmail.com or heather@wishsocialevents.com. 

 
RCIA: Interested in learning more about the Catholic 
Faith? Have you been thinking about becoming Catholic? 
Are you an adult that's never been baptized? Have you been 
baptized but never received First Communion or 
Confirmation? The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) is the process established for the universal Church 
for individuals to become Catholic and receive the 
Sacraments of Initiation— Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Eucharist. Centered on fostering a deep relationship with 
Jesus and the Church he founded, this journey takes place 
through distinct stages over a period of time suitable to 
bring about a through catechesis, significant experience of 
the parish community, and commitment to the liturgical and 
moral life of the Catholic faithful. For more information, 
please contact: Dr. Carrie Schroeder at 
schroeder@ndvsf.org 
 

 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The prophet Isaiah tells us that the Lord God helps us in 
times of opposition or persecution. In St. Mark’s Gospel, 
Jesus, in teaching His disciples of His own death and 
Resurrection, professes that we must take up our cross daily 
and follow Him. He continues and proclaims, Whoever 
wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for my sake and that of the Gospel will save it. These 
instructive statements are Christ’s requirements for 
discipleship. St. James gives us a foundation of our Catholic 
faith: faith of itself, if it does not have works, is dead. Faith 
and works go together. What a powerful message! As 
disciples of Jesus, we are called through our Baptism to 
serve the Church by personalizing Jesus in our lives. 
Through the gifts of joy and peace that He grants us, we are 
inspired to give our prayers, service, and generosity back to 
God in thanksgiving. One way we do this is to serve our less 
fortunate brothers and sisters. How are we responding to a 
call to service?  
 
 
 
 

 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific 
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our 
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2020 is available to reserve a 
Mass Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a 
Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable 
to the order of: MARIST FATHERS. 
 

 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
September 12, 2021 – September 19, 2021 

Sunday            - Is 50:4c-9a                      - Jas 2:14-18                    MK 8:27-35 

Monday          - 1 Tm 2:1-8                                                                 - Lk 7:1-10 

Tuesday          - Nm 21:4b-9                    - Phil 2:6-11                      - Jn 3:13-17  

Wednesday     - 1 Tm 3:14-16                                                         - Jn 19:25-27 

Thursday        - 1 Tm 4:12-16                                                         - LK 7:36-50 

Friday             - 1 Tm 6:2c-12                                                             - Lk 8:1-13 

Saturday         - 1 Tm 6:13-16                                                            - Lk 8:4-15 

Sunday            - Wis 2:12, 17-20               - Jas 3:16—4:3               Mk 9:30-37 
                   

 
 
ON-LINE GIVING: During the COVID-19, our Sunday Collection have 
been impacted and are much lower. We suggest that you consider making 
your donations on line. This will help with the needs of our parish’s daily 
financial responsibilities.   Our parish offers Online Giving, a web-based 
electronic contribution application. We are providing this service so that 
you have the option to manage your contributions online. This service is 
safe and secure. And it is convenient for you and for our parish staff. Sign 
up for Online Giving by visiting our parish website at ndvsf.org and select 
the Online Giving link. Click on Create New Account and follow 
directions to set up your account. Thank you for your generosity. 

 

 
 




